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Indian Temple Photographs by Cleveland State Professor 
Opens at The Cleveland Museum of Art 


CLEVELAND (April 30, 2003) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) will feature the splendor and 
beauty of ancient Indian temples in large-scale color photograph collages by Cleveland State University 
professor and photographer Masumi Hayashi. Indian Temples: Masumi Hayashi Photographs opens July 12 
and will be on view through Sept. 10, 2003. 

Admission to the museum and this exhibition is free. 

Masumi Hayashi’s intricate multi-image panoramas richly capture the artistic ambition, technical 
ingenuity and expertise, sensuous form and layered content that imbue the art of India. Generally excluding 
people in her images, she emphasizes the architecture and sculpture of temples rather than their role as popular 
tourist destinations or active places of worship. 

Her involved technique begins by determining the appropriate amount of space to cover—left to right 
and top to bottom—and then focusing the camera on the horizon line, which establishes the mid-section of the 
collage. It is this band of prints that contains the least distortion, providing a touchstone for the rest of the 
composition. She angles her camera up and down to each new horizontal position until she has taken the 
number of shots necessary to complete her panoramic view. In the exhibited works, the horizontal span can 
range from 240 degrees to 180 degrees beyond a full circle while the vertical coverage is usually less than 180 
degrees, covering from just in front of the tripod to directly above the artist’s head. 

Museum Curator of Photography Tom Hinson says ““ Masumi Hayashi’s complex photographs of 
Indian Temple architecture and sculpture are expansive and extraordinary as the subjects she has chosen to 
render. With her collaged scenes, she constructs a new encompassing reality that is unattainable to the human 
eye in a single view.” 

A slight, intentional overlapping becomes pronounced when the camera is pointed at a more distorted 
angle away from the horizon line. The farther away from the center, the more abstract the subject becomes. As 
Hayashi moves from the mid-line, the viewer sees more of the previous shot she was focusing on. This 
distortion is reminiscent of a cubist rendering of space. The variance in tonal quality from print to print is 
caused by the changing atmospheric conditions during her lengthy shoots. Her sequential process results in the 


photograph’s unusually rich surface pattern, which often causes a feeling of disorientation or vertigo. 


(more) 
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Hayashi, a professor of art at Cleveland State University since 1982, has garnered an international 
reputation for her distinctive style in photographing diverse subjects such as abandoned prisons, EPA 
superfund sites and Japanese-American internment camps. At the end of 1999, she made her first of four trips 
to India, traveling there for three weeks with the support of the Ohio Arts Council. Recently, she completed a 
four-month tour to India and Nepal, which was funded by a Fulbright Research Fellowship. Managing myriad 
logistical challenges, she has photographed throughout India, propelled by an inquiring mind and an insatiable 
eye for detail. 

Free Guest Lecture 


Masumi Hayashi will present Indian Temples, Wednesday, August 20, at 6:30 p.m. in the Recital Hall. 


Indian Temples: Masumi Hayashi Photographs was organized to complement the major exhibition 
The Sensuous and the Sacred: Chola Bronzes from South India, on view from July 6 to Sept. 14, 2003. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council and the Institute 
of Museum and Library Services. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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